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We proudly announce the great news that 
we have prepared for this 2013.
First of all we would like to present to you 
our new Sales Manager (see full article on 
page 2), which for us means a sweeping 
change.
Colkim will have a booth at Disinfestando 
2013, in Rimini, on 6th and 7th March 2013. 

Please come visit us at stand 20 and see our 
2013 range of products.
In this issue you find also a technical article 
on Tenebrionidae and one on the black rat’s 
eradication on the island of Montecristo, a 
pearl of the Tuscan Archipelago.
Enjoy the reading of this release of  T&C! 

Editorial

In this issue:

pag. 1 Editorial

pag.  2 NEws 
  From 15th January 2013,  
  Adriana Lombardi is our  
  Sales Manager

pag.  3 tEchNiquE 
  Strange darkling beetles

pag.  4 EvENts 
  Disinfestando 2013

pag.  4 curiosity 
  Eradication of the black rat  
  on Montecristo island

pag.  4 good mood

DISINFESTANDO
2013

6 - 7 MARCH 2013

don’t miss!
Palacongressi di Rimini

2013
full of
NEWS
An

dr
ea

 A
m
br

og
io

 f
or

 C
ol

ki
m



T&C - number 1 - february 2013page 2

NUMBER   1   - FEBRUARY 2013

News
From 15th January 2013, Adriana Lombardi is our Sales Manager

Adriana Lombardi

We met her when she was working for BASF, 
the  worldwide  known German chemical 
Company. We worked with her for two 
years as BASF’s  distributors and we realized 
that she could be the right person we have 
been long looking for, because Adriana met 
perfectly our needs.

In  a period when the economy does not 
provide any certainty and you might be 
tempted to be clammed up and to wait until 
the storm is over, we decided to invest and 
strengthen our structure. 

In fact,  we have a new plant for the 
production of paraffin blocks, we re-
organized  the internal structure of our Company to make it more 
efficient, we have intensified our partnerships with Companies 
holders of molecules defended in Biocides Directive. 

One of the most important goals we set ourselves was to find 
a Sales Manager who could fully fit with Colkim company’s 
philosophy and consequently our approach to market. We didn’t 
need anyone caring only for the numbers, thus being willing to do 
anything to take an order or reach a budget. This is not the way we 
deal with our customers. We needed a person who customers can 
trust, who listen to them and understand the needs of the market. 
A person that, thanks to her experience, helps us in our constant 
willingness of improvement aimed at serving our customers at 
best. 

We also wanted to have on board a person able to support our 
agents’ net in their daily activities and beyond. 

Adriana impressed us for a nowadays 
rare quality : her  humility, and we intend 
this on the best meaning possible; in fact 
she is able to listen, to take a challenge 
immediately without imposing her 
own opinion, because  she appreciates 
that learning never stops and she is 
completely being open to this to better 
and better accomplish with her tasks.  
Among others,  , this characteristic  
of  Adriana  doesn’t clashes  with 
the initiative, ,the dynamism and the 
determination that our clients will find 
when meeting her.

But who is Adriana Lombardi? Adriana started 
working in 1982 as a Customer Service for 
an American forwarding agent  company “ 
United States Lines Inc” then, since 1983, she 
started her  career within the multinational 
company CIBA-GEIGY,  holding positions from 
Customer Service to Project Coordinator, 
till becoming  Southern European  Sales & 
Marketing Manager.  In 2009 Adriana joined  
BASF as Crop Manager to then take in 2010 
the responsibility of the Pest Control Business , 
as Business Manager for the Italian market: this 
is when we got to know her.

But Adriana is also Flavio’s wife and Julia and 
Valentina’s mother, two beautiful girls, and has a dog with an 
unpronounceable name:  Rorschach. She is also fond of  Africa 
and its population, the children living  there who are so joyful even 
despite their poor realty.  So, whenever it is possible, she flies over 
there to spend  – together with her whole family – time with them 
trying to bring some help. 

It will be a great pleasure for Adriana  to meet you at the next fair, 
Disinfestando 2013, which will take place in Rimini on 6th and 7th 
March. Meanwhile, you can contact Adriana at adriana.lombardi@
colkim.it  or by phone (+39 335.63.26.660).

Adriana with an African child
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Identifing pests, for a PCO, is not always easy and sometimes it could 
become not only complex, but also annoying. However nowadays 
the customer, either the private client or the large food company, 
asks the pest control operator more and more information about 
pests, both to fight them in the best possible way, and also to know 
who has invaded the living space. In this short article we want to 
treat some insects belonging to the family Tenebrionidae, beetles 
widespread in our country (almost 300 species) and characterized 
by strange shapes. They are usually nocturnal and shun the light, 
hiding under stones, barks, in rotten wood, but someone, like the 
kind Pimelia, moves on the sand or soil, during the day. In fact, 
the pests are limited in number, even though everyone knows the 
flour beetle, insect dangerous for the food storages.
Less common is the mealworm (Tenebrio molitor), 1,2-2,0 cm long 
and like a “giant beetles”. It lives mostly in old mills, feed mills, 
warehouses, where attacks flour (often rancid and moldy), bran, 
bread, pasta, spices, dried foods for animals. You can find in the 
attics colonized by pigeons, as it can feed of their dejection. These 
dark insects are indeed able to fly, even if they avoid light and 
hide in cracks and small cavities. The cylindrical yellowish larvae 
can reach up to 3 cm long and take a long time to reach the adult 
stage. Usually there is a generation per year, but in some cases the 
development may take up to two years. The presence of these 
pests in an environment indicates poor hygiene and cleanliness.
A curiosity: it is “easy” to find and breed these insects as they 

often are marketed for feeding birds in captivity or small “tropical” 
animals like amphibians and reptiles, large spiders and scorpions.
Alphitobius diaperinus is smaller (6-7 mm), but is certainly more 
harmful, especially for poultry farming. It develops in the manure 
and litter, but when the population grows (the biological cycle lasts 
1-2 months), although individuals may show some beneficial effect 
as predators of fly larvae, they tend to attack remains of birds or 
dying animals and they increase their ability to transmit pathogenic 
microorganisms. Larvae, to get pupas, can even destroy the 
insulation and wooden frames of a structure. It is not uncommon 
to find the Alphitobius even in barns, silos, warehouses, in the 
industries using animal meals and these arthropods, due to their 
high mobility, can easily colonize houses and premises adjacent to 

the infested areas.
Another group of large Tenebrionidae (over 2 cm) lives in 
basements, woodshed, archives, dark rooms, little frequented and 
rich in organic matter. They belong to the genus Blaps. that includes 
at least 4 species, very similar to each other, of black color and 
unable to fly because their elytra are welded together. They are 
omnivorous, not disdaining organic matter in decomposition of 
vegetable and animal origin, including the carcasses of pigeons. 
When discovered, the adults move very slowly, defend themselves 
by lifting the abdomen up and spraying nauseating repellent 
substance against the predator.

All these “commensal” insects are considered secondary pests, as 
they generally do not cause direct damage to the goods intact 
and stored in an appropriate manner. Nevertheless the control 
can be quite complex, though the best way to fight them is the 
environmental remediation, with periodic removal of organic 
matter and treatment of contaminated premises and structures. 
In particular, chemical sprays with residual products must be 
applied to the surface and in the crevices where intruders tend 
to accumulate.

Technique
Strange darkling beetles

Larve di Tenebrio Molitor

Alphitobius diaperinus

Alphitobius diaperinus
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We are proud to inform you that on the Montecristo Island, young 
Yelkouan shearwaters have started spreading their wings again 
thanks to the campaign for the black rat eradication because we 
had a little role for this great result.
The strategy adopted to eradicate colonies of black rats that had 
overrun the Montecristo Island has proved to be successful: the 
rodents were eliminated and endangered seabird species have 
begun to nest again without any problem.
The operations were performed from the helicopter: 26 tons of 
the rodenticide Brocum pellet were left to fight the black rats who 
posed a threat to the biodiversity and to some important and rare 
species, like the storm petrel and the shearwater, birds living on the 
Montecristo Island.
The example of Montecristo is symbolic because it shows that 
applying an organized and well thought study of the area according 
to the different emergencies and infestations, you can get great 
results. It is essential to find the right technique to be adopted.
Montecristo is the largest island rid of rats in the Mediterranean Sea.
The use of the baits, a technique quite invasive but used for a limited 
period of time, has proved to be the successful solution.

The ecosystem has paid a small price (which would have been 
even higher if the rats had not been eradicated) to obtain a greater 
benefit. The fact that an endangered species such as the shearwater 
has not only be saved, but has increased its reproductive capacity, is 
the tangible proof.

EVENTS
Disinfestando 2013

Ants can carry a load equal to 20 times 
their weight. Useful information if you’re 
moving and you need to carry a potato 
chip across the town. (Ron Darian)

---

Why don’t vampires like mosquitoes?

Too much competition! 

Who comes to a picnic but is never 
invited?

Ants.

---

In curve on the motorcycle, he was bent 
over so much, that he had to be careful 
about the earthworms rather than gnats. 
(Stefano Benni, “The bar under the sea”)

Good mood
he claims to have found the 

instructions on Internet

Curiosity
Eradication of the black rat on Montecristo Island  

Colkim could not miss the appointment with Disinfestando 
2013, a consolidated event for our area.  As always, the 
fair will be the opportunity to present our professional 
line: you can touch the quality of our products and, with 
our technicians, evaluate new strategies to stay ahead and 
to offer services of impeccable quality. In addition, we will 
present the new products for this year : the whole line of 
formulated rodenticides (including recent Biocides), the 
brand new insecticides, other useful accessories to enhance 
the work of the pest control operator.
Moreover this year you will have the opportunity to meet 
our Sales Manager: 
Adriana Lombardi (see article on page 2).


